1§ JUNE , 1858, DOWN HOUSE ,
THE DARWIN FAMILY HOME ONWARDS, SOLDIERS!
HERE COME

=2 THE FRENCH!
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‘1 |\ ’
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. SH WE
\\\ L / \ ARG

WE'RE
OUTNUMBERED!

\

WON'T LAST LONG
AGAINST THESE
FROGS!

O

SIR HORACE AND
HIS KNIGHTS ARE
HERE AT LAST!

LISTEN TO THAT...
A MARCHING SONG!
REINFORCEMENTS!
WE'RE
SAVED!

AH HA HA! DAMN — b e
FROGS! YOU'RE IN [T/5 ALRIGHT [ \WAS JUST

Bl FOR IT NOW! EMMA, HE'S NOT FINISHING ANYWAY-
YOUR FATHER'SI > BOTHERING ME- v
— | ——
e i HORACE, WATCH '
YOUR LANGUAGE!
AND NOT SO LOUD,
I TOLD You, YOUR
FATHER IS WRITING!

So.r HOI‘GG@
DARIN,

SORRY,
MOTHER.-

4]

HORACE! WHAT'S |
THAT YOU'RE
DRAWING ON?

P e ]



YOUR FATHER’S
PAPERS!

FATHER GIVES
THEM TO US!

BUT SURELY
YOU SHOULD BE

&) sg?
AREHIING THERE: OH, TS NOT WORTH IT!

I'VE NO USE FOR THEM.
WHAT ARE YOU DRAWING
THERE, ELIZABETH?

""WHEN ABOARD THE HMS
BEAGLE AS A NATURALIST.”

YES, THAT’S THE |
FIRST PAGE.

IT’S TRUE- DON'T
WORRY, THEY'RE
ONLY DRAFTS.

A FAMILY OF MONKEYS!
WELL, THEY'RE MORE
LIKE MONKEY MEN,

~ REALLY-seg?

THIS IS THE FATHER, l
CORNELIUS.

HA HA HA! MONKEY
MEN! BRILLIANT!
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"I WAS MUCH STRUCK WITH CERTAIN
FACTS IN THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE
INHABITANTS OF SOUTH AMERICA.”




""THESE FACTS SEEMED TOME TO
THROW SOME LIGHT ON THE ORIGIN OF
SPECIES - THAT 'MYSTERY OF MYSTERIES!,

AS IT HAS BEEN CALLED BY ONE OF OUR

GREATEST PHILOSOPHERS.”

HUMBOLDT. HE \
WAS MY FAVOURITE
WRITER WHEN [

£

YOu REALLY WANT ME T0?
IT'S RATHER COMPLICATED,
EVEN FOR ME.

WERE YOU REALLY |

ABOARD ONE OF HIS
MAJESTY'S SHIPS?

WAS YOUNGER.

y WOW, FATHER!
A 'MYSTERY OF
MYSTERIES? CAN YOU |

YES, THE BEAGLE.
[ WAS ABOARD A
NUMBER OF YEARS
AGO AS A SCIENT -

COME , CHILDREN,
FATHER’S TELLING
A STORY.

I'LL LEAVE YOou
TOIT, I'VE AN
ERRAND TO RUN-
SEE YOU LATER.

OH, I SEE, YOU'VE
AMBUSHED ME-

WELL, MY ADVENTURE
ABOARD THE BEAGLE
BEGAN IN 1831, WHEN
I HAD JUST FINISHED

AT CAMBRIDGE -

[ WAS YOUNG AND
CAREFREE: MORE
INTERESTED IN HUNTING
AND RAMBLING THROUGH
THE FOREST THAN
STUDYING.

THOUGH [ LOVED THE
NATURAL SCIENCES,
[ WAS SET TO BECOME
A VICAR...

...TO BE HONEST,
IT WAS MORE YOUR
>RANDFATHER'S
AMBITION THAN MINE.



THEN ONE DAY, |
- RECEIVEDALETTER
FROM AN OLD AND MUCH-
LOVED PROFESSOR,
HENSLOW...

..ASKING ME T0 JOIN
THE CREW OF THE HMS BEAGLE b ;
AS A SCIENTIST. THE SHIP WAS

SCHEDULED TO SET SAIL FOUR
WEEKS LATER... }
p—0 /
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...AND WOULD SPEND
TWO YEARS MAPPING
SOUTH AMERICA.

THE CAPTAIN, FITZROY,
WAS A CULTURED MAN
LOOKING FOR A LIKE-

MINDED COMPANION-

HE CHOSE ME-

BACK THEN [ HAD NO IDEA === =~
[ WOULD BE AWAY FOR e

FIVE YEARS TRAVELLING

ALL AROUND THE WORLD...

...CROSSING DESERTS,
WANDERING THROUGH TROPICAL e
FORESTS, DISCOVERING .
THOUSANDS OF SPECIES AND
LINKS TO THE PAST...




~

..COMING FACE-TO-
FACE WITH PEOPLE )
LIVING AS WE DID IN f
THE EARLIEST DAYS

OF HUMANITY...

-..THAT I WOULD BE
FORCED TO CONFRONT
THE WORLD’S BRUTALITY,
AND BECOME AWARE OF
NEW TRUTHS.

DURING THOSE FIVE YEARS,
I MADE THE SCIENTIFIC
BREAKTHROUGH THAT WOULD
BECOME MY LIFE’S WORK-

DARWIN
AN EXCEPTIONAL VOYAGE




ECEMBER, 1831, DAVENPORT

B

s
e, e,

NON-ST( C
TWO MONTHS! :
BEEN IN THE —
BEEN IN THE IT'S JUST A WET
ERICAS BY NOW! y
AR B 1O SPELL, THINGS WILL
BRIGHTEN UP SOON.

THIS CHRISTMAS DAY,
I'D LIKE TO RAISE
A GLASS TO MY SON

Aps it CHARLES' TRAVELS!

TO LEAVE YOU ALL
IN THE FIRST PLACE,
BUT NOT GOING AT
ALL IS EVEN WORSE!

THERE'S NOTHING
TO DO BUT WAIT! WAIT!
IT’S UNBEARABLE!
WE’RE WASTING TIME!




5 i HUSH, I’'M THE
IT’S NOTHING, I'M DOCTOR HERE.

FINE, I'MFINE ...

IT WOULD BE A TOTAL
DISASTER IF [ HAD TO
CANCEL THE TRIP!

I HAVE T0 GO, DO
YOU UNDERSTAND?

AH HA HA! MY DEAR ROBERT,
YOu MUST ACLEPT YOUR
SON’S DEPARTURE! YOu

GAVE YOUR WORD!

IT/S ALRIGHT
FATHER, IT'S JuST
AFLUTTER...

IF CAPTAIN FITZROY

FINDS OuT ABOUT MY

CONDITION, HE WON'T
LET ME BOARD THE SHIP-

HMM, IT’S NOTHING SERIOUS,
BUT IT WOULD BE FOOLISH
TOLET YOou GO IF THE
PALPITATIONS ARE REGULAR.

WELL ... YES, BUT I STILL
DON'T THINK IT’S A GOOD
IDEA- HE'LL BE WASTING v CING
2 : HE’LL BE RISKING
HIS TIME, AND WORSE! 11160 2pUTATION! AND
THERE’S NOTHING
MORE VALUABLE TO
A FUTURE VICAR.

"\l

I DID GIVE MY WORD, JOSIAH,
WHEN YOu BACKED HIM IN
THIS MADNESS, AND I’M NOT
THE SORT OF FATHER TO GO
BACK ON A PROMISE-

[T’S THE DOCTOR IN ME
THAT FEARS SOMEONE OF
HIS FRAGILE DISPOSITION
SHOULDN'T BE TAKING TO

THE SEAS-




MY DEAR FRIEND, HE'S
JUST IMPATIENT TO
LEAVE, THAT’S ALL-

I’'M NO DOCTOR, BUT REASON
TELLS ME CHARLES WILL BE
RIGHT AS RAIN AS SOON AS
THE BEAGLE SETS SAIL-

CHARLES? GET P,
THERE’S SOMEONE
HERE TO SEE You.
IT SEEMS URGENT.

I’M COMING,
WHAT’S THIS
ABOUT?



I'VE COME TOFETCH
You, DARWIN: WE'RE
BOARDING: GET
YOURSELF DRESSED-

CHARLES,
WAIT' |

T FAREWELL MY DEAR

PARENTS, SEE You

INTWO YEARS' TIME!

I’LL WRITE!

GRACIOUS ME! HE HASN'T &,

A SINGLE HANDKERCHIEF g/
WITH HIM, AND HE’S S0
FRAGILE- OH MY WORD...

YES- EVERYTHING
YOu NEED IS
ALREADY ON BOARD-

WE WANTED |
TO GIVE You A
FAREWELL GIFT.

i/ WHAT A WONDERFUL (RS

| NOTEBOOK, IT/SSURE %
TO BE VERY USEFUL!

THANK You!

WE HAVEN'T
GOT ALL DAY,
DARWIN-

SO THEN YOUNG MAN, IS
THIS YOUR FIRST TIME
OARDING A SHIP?

YES, IS
IT THAT
OBVIOUS?

e




YOou'LL BE FINE-
CAPTAIN FITZROY'S
YOUNG, BUT HE'S A
GOOD CAPTAIN-

THISISIT -

| THEBIG DAY 8 3

> T I'M FOLLOWING
L IN YOUR FOOTSTEPS, |
BARON ALE XANDER

VON HUMBOLDT!

25
IN AFEW DAYS WE'LL BE AT «
OUR FIRST PORT-OF-CALL,
TENERIFE, WHERE I'LL
FINALLY GET TO SEE THE
MARVELLOUS DRAGON TREE
You WROTE ABOUT-

THENIT’S THE
AMERICAS, THE ANDES,
AND WHO KNOWS? MAYBE
EVEN FURTHER?

THAT BEING SAID,

1 DO HOPE HE DOESN'T
SUCCUMB TO THE
BEAGLE'S CURSE-

THE LAST CAPTAIN COULDN'T
STAND THE SOLITUDE OF
THE HIGH SEAS AND HANGED
HIMSELF. DIDN'T You KNow?

AH, HERE
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HIS MAJESTY’S
SHIP THE BEAGLE,

YOUNG DARWIN-
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LIEUTENANT 3
WICKHAM, HERE'S |
YOUNG... /

COME ON LADS, THE CAPTAIN
\ PUT mﬁ; beI:«KS WANTS ANCHORS
\ ) AWEIGH BY MIDDAY! |
CHOP CHoP!




[ DON’T KNOW
HOwW THIS COULD
HAVE HAPPENED

LIEUTENANT.

WELL YOUNG
MAN, THAT WAS A
NARROW ESCAPE!

DARWIN?
ARE YOu
ALRIGHT?

RIGHT LADS,

LET'SGET ON
WITH IT! NO MORE
DILLY-DALLYING!

v

LIEUTENANT
WICKHAM, HERE'S
THE NEW...

AH!' YOU'RE THE
""NATURALIST,
ARE You?

WE'VE GOT TWO YEARS TO
GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER:
NOW’S NOT THE TIME. SHow
HIM TO HIS CABIN-

\ B

THIS WAY.
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DARWIN, I DO HAVE
OTHER THINGS TO DO-

wHo,
THEM?

YES, YES,
COMING ...
WHO’S THAT?
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THEY'RE
FITZROY'S

THREE SAVAGES-

THEY NEEDN'T
CONCERN YOu-




HERE WE ARE, FIND

A HAMMOCK AND MAKE

YOURSELF AT HoME.
WATCHOUT...

THIS CAN'T
BE RIGHT... THAT ONE’S
THIS IS HELL! ALREADY TAKEN!

ACTUALLY, THEY'RE ALL TAKEN- : : I'M THe
LY, = o0 HARLES :
YOI ONE’S DOW T THE DT A MARTENS. CONRAD ¢ ; DRA GHTSMAN ON
CLESSDUWRET S ERD TR MARTENS. DARWIN- THE BEAGLE.

7

YOU'RE HERE TO KEEP
I KNOW WHO You HIM COMPANY- MAKE
ARE- YOU'RE THE SURE HE DOESN'T GET
CAPTAIN’S TRAVEL BORED AT DINNER: DARWIN!
COMPANION- FITZROY WANTS
NO, THAT’S NOT IT AT To SEE You!
ALL'I’M A SCIENTIST
HERE TO—




KNOCK  KNOCK
KNOCK

HELLO ROBERT,
You WANTED TO
SEE ME?

EVERYTHING ALRIGHT?
HAPPY TO BE SETTING
SAIL AT LAST?

WELL, I CAN'T
DENY THAT I'VE
BEEN ANXIOUS TO—
OH! MARVELLOUS!
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LAMARCK,
ARROWSMITH,

CUVIER,

MY OLD FRIEND
HENSLOW-

AH, CHARLES!
WONDERFUL TO
SEE YOU AGAIN!

WELCOME ABOARD-

CRIKEY ROBERT,
DID YOu RAID
THE CAMBRIDGE
LIBRARY?



WELL WE'RE GOING
TO BE AWAY FOR TWO
YEARS, [ THOUGHT WE
COULD DO WITHAFEW
>00D BOOKS..

CHARLES LYELL, PRINCIPLES OF
GEOLOGY, BEING AN ATTEMPT T0
EXPLAIN THE FORMER CHANGES OF
THE EARTH’S SURFACE...

I FOUND IT VERY
INTERESTING, BUT
LYELL HAS SOME
RATHER MAVERICK
THEORIES..

FOR THE MOMENT, You
MUST E XCUSE ME.

, OH YES,
YOU'VE EVEN GOT 4 SPEAKING oF
TABLEAUX DE LA ”(R!"A\N‘“\,M[

NATURE BY HUMBOLDT! PRESENT.

[ DON'T, No, BUT
CHARLES LYELL
IS A FRIEND OF MY
FATHER'S: I'M A
GREAT ADMIRER.

HE CLAIMS THE EARTH
COULD BE MUCH OLDER

THAN Su

HOLY SCRIPTURE.

CAPTAIN,
WE'RE READY
WHEN YOU ARE-
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VERY GOOD: GIVE YOUR
RDERS LIEUTENANT
WICKHAM, WE HEAD

DEAD SOUTH.

HOIST
THE JIB!

N RELEASE THE
S MAINSHEET!




. - y
\“ P AHA! liTHl:ﬁl\ VR ALREADY
\ FIRST TIME AT — JUMPING
~— SEA, DARWIN? i ; '
SHIP?

; WELCOME — =
ABOARD THE |
Raeript HA HA HA

TWO YEARS! THIS
\ . IS GOING TO BE A
\\\ LONG JOURNEY... |




SFIKSl LEG -
ENGLAND ~ CAPE VERDI ~ BRAZIL

WHEREIN DARWIN STOPS IN
CAPE VERDE INSTEAD OF TENERIFE,

; MAKES A GEOLOGICAL DISCOVERY
e AND CROSSES THE ATLANTIC.




