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Friday 5 June 2015

Dear Parents,

Instagram Accounts

It as been brought to our attention that a number of children in Y6 have an Instagram account, and for the majority of the children these accounts are public, which means anyone using the internet can view their photos and comments.

We have spoken to the children who have an Instagram account and discussed ways to stay safe with an online social website or app, including how essential it is to use the privacy settings and keep the accounts private. We have also requested that the children do not mention names of staff members or upload photos and videos without the permission of people in them.

However, the Instagram website states:
“Instagram requires everyone to be at least 13 years old before they can create an account (in some jurisdictions, this age limit may be higher). If your child is younger than 13 and created an account on Instagram, you can show them how to delete their account.”

There are two websites that provide parents with helpful advice, and also include short films, which you can view with your children to inform them in more detail about staying safe online. There are links to these websites from our school website in the ‘information for parents’ section, but for your information the websites are:

www.thinkuknow.co.uk
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/click-clever-click-safe-help-your-child-enjoy-the-internet-safely
If you have any questions or require further information or advice, please do not hesitate to contact the school.

Yours Sincerely
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Mrs Hodson
Head Teacher
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