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We have been looking at active and passive voice to vary our sentence types in our 

writing. Watch the video below to refresh your mind on what they both mean. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W1_IRU6zx9g 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W1_IRU6zx9g
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We have also been looking at prefixes and suffixes.  
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We have been writing some explanation in English like the one below: 

The Arctic fox. 

Adaptation, what does it mean? 

With the world changing seemingly on a daily basis, animals are also having to change 

physically and behaviourally to survive in their habitats – these changes are called 

adaptations. Without adaptation many of the world’s animals will die out and become 

extinct. The marvellous Arctic fox is a brilliant example of how an animal has adapted to 

the changing factors of its habitat, such as climate, food availability and predators - 

that might place it in danger. This fact sheet will explain how this unique creature came 

to look and behave the way it does. 

Fluffy fur. 

Amazingly, the vast majority of Arctic foxes use their fluffy tail (around 38cm long) to 

provide extra insulation when needed in Arctic temperatures that can plummet to an eye 

watering -58F. They also have fur around their feet to help keep them warm and provide 

traction on the slippery ice. Surprisingly, most Arctic Fox’s fur changes colour from 

season to season to help it blend into its surroundings.  

Short is best. 

The arctic fox in an incredibly hardy animal that has been able to equip itself to 

inhospitable conditions. Their small muzzles, ears and legs are short to conserve heat in 

the treeless land that it finds itself in.  

Body fat. 

Interestingly, their round, compact bodies minimize surface area that would be usually 

exposed on other animals to the cold air. Body fat is used cleverly by the fox for 

insulation and to store much needed food in the harsh winter months when supplies are 

scarce.   

Home. 

This true master of adaptation has found a relatively quick and easy way of avoiding the 

worst of the weather the Arctic can throw at it by using its paws to tunnel beneath the 

snow –  thus creating a shelter fit for a king.  

Saving their environment. 

Unfortunately, due to climate change, it seems this wonderful animal may have to adapt 

again to survive and not go extinct. Currently, it is facing competition from the Red fox 

which is moving northwards as temperatures across the globe warm; Its sea and ice, 

that make up its home, are shrinking year on year; and its prey (Lemmings) are 

becoming less abundant in some areas. Will this beautiful, distinctive creature be here in 

another 100 years? Will people realise that they will need to adapt to help this animal 

survive? Only time will give us the answers!  
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Like in school can you create your own explanation text about an animal of your choice. 

Use the planning sheet below to help you.  

 

 

 

 


