
The Four Worlds
A Hopi Tribe Native American Creation Myth 
In the beginning, everything was chaos. There was neither time nor space. Nothing existed except for Tawa, the Creator. Tawa was also the spirit of the sun. After a while, Tawa realised that he needed to create something, so he created Sotuknang. He called Sotuknang his nephew, and he sent him on his way to make the universes. 
Sotuknang created Spider Grandmother, sometimes called Spider Woman. Spider Grandmother never took on a permanent shape. Sometimes she was an old woman, at other times she was a common spider. When she was a spider, she lived underground, but when called would transform into an old woman to help. 
One day, Tawa created the First World. This world was filled with insect-like creatures who lived miserable lives in caves. Tawa wasn’t happy with his creations living such unhappy lives, and so he sent fire to destroy the world. Comets came from space and volcanoes rose and erupted. Together, they scorched the earth. Tawa wanted to give the creatures a chance to pass to the Second World, so he sent Spider Grandmother to guide them. Spider Grandmother led the animals on a long trip to the Second World. By the time they arrived, they had taken on new forms. Now, they looked like wolves and bears. 
Again, the creatures weren’t happy with their new world. Tawa grew restless and sent Spider Grandmother to lead them on to the Third World. This time, Tawa destroyed the land by sending enormous sheets of ice and plunging the world into an ice age. By the time the wolves and bears had arrived in the Third World, they had transformed again. This time, they looked like humans. 
Spider Grandmother wanted the humans to be happy in their new world. To help, she taught them to weave and make pottery. A hummingbird taught them how to make fire. 
Unfortunately, people cannot be trusted to get along. Soon, the humans began to fall out. Evil began to stalk their dreams and fill their thoughts. Spider Grandmother couldn’t bear to see the people she had raised turn on each other. Using her magic, a hollow bamboo reed grew from the ground and opened up a doorway to the Fourth World. It grew rapidly until it created a long, winding canyon. Today, it is called the Grand Canyon. 
Tawa had also heard about the evil amongst the people, and he sent a great flood to wash them away. Luckily, those who were good and had kind hearts were able to pass through to the Fourth World before the water arrived. Once they arrived in the Fourth World, Spider Grandmother and Tawa set out the lessons that people must follow. These would make sure that they were good people who helped each other.

Now try to answer the questions about the text. Remember to write your answers in sentences.

 
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]What was the first thing that Tawa decided to create? 
2. What did Tawa do after he had created the First World? 
3. What happened before the creatures could enter the Second World? 
4. What did Spider Grandmother do after the animals changed to humans? 
5. Which form did the animals take first? Wolf or insect? 
6. Who taught the humans to make fire? 
7. Why did Spider Grandmother create a passage to the Fourth World?  
8. Which modern place was the passage to the Fourth World? 
9. Find a word that tells you that Tawa was getting fed up with the creatures.  
10. Which word tells you that the bamboo reed was empty inside? 

