


 Viracocha 
An Inca Creation Myth 
Once, there was only the great god Viracocha. When he first emerged from Lake Titicaca, the world was a dark and empty place. Nothing lived - there wasn’t even any time. Viracocha knew that he wanted to bring life to the world, but first, he had to make it into a place where they could live. 
His first job was to create light. Into the sky, he inserted the sun and the stars. He added the moon so that there would also be light at night. He created these celestial bodies from islands in the middle of Lake Titicaca. He filled the land with water and warmth and made all of the animals. Finally, he was ready to create his master-creation: humans. The first people were giants, carved from the stones that Viracocha had created on Earth. They lumbered around without a thought for the world that Viracocha had created for them. The stone giants smashed and destroyed nearly everything, creating valleys and new mountains. 
Viracocha had seen enough. He sent forth an enormous flood that swept away all of the stone giants. Viracocha wasn’t happy with his first attempt, but he knew that he could do better. The next time, he built his people from clay. They were much smaller and weaker, this time. He decided to give them more than he had given the stone giants. 
When the first clay people were created, they were given gifts of clothing. Viracocha taught them how to grow crops and farm animals. He gave them the power of speech and taught them the first language. Realising his mistake from before, Viracocha created animals and filled the world with their colour and beauty. His new creations were much more content and intelligent than the stone giants, and they soon settled down to live in his world. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Viracocha was happy with what he had achieved. However, he couldn’t leave the world alone. He decided that he wanted to travel the world and spread his knowledge. He didn’t want the people to know that he was a god, so he dressed as a poor beggar. Often, he found that the people didn’t want to hear his teachings. They would throw stones at him and shout at him to leave. In the end, it became too much for him to bear. One day, Viracocha stepped onto a raft and sailed off into the Pacific Ocean. He promised to return one day to see what his creation done with his world. 
When he left, Viracocha left behind a son named Inti. Inti was the sun god and fathered four sons and four daughters. Together, these eight children set out and created the civilisation that came to be known as the Inca.


Now try to answer the questions about the text. Remember to write your answers in sentences.



1. If something is “celestial”, where would you find it? 
2. Which word tells you that the stone giants didn’t move gracefully? 
3. Find and copy a phrase that tells you Viracocha flooded the earth. 
4. Which word in the text is a synonym for “happy”? 
5. What are “teachings”? 
6. Which word tells you that the clay humans weren’t as strong as the stone giants? 

7. Why do you think Viracocha didn’t want people to know he was a god? 

8. What did Viracocha do when it all got too much for him?  

9. What were the second humans made from? 

10. Which civilisation told this story?  

11. What happened with Viracocha’s son once Viracocha left? 

